
Curved units and 
Corian worktops wind 

their way seamlessly round 
this kitchen, while rich hues 

of aubergine, cerise and walnut 
create a warm, cosy feel that’s 

perfectly in tune with a period setting
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Although period properties are typically charming, the 
kitchens within are often just not suited to modern-day  
living and Fiona and Simon Jackson’s new home was no 
exception. The original kitchen they found themselves 

working in was an awkward L-shaped space with the units and 
appliances crammed into a narrow galley-style section and little 
room for food preparation. Plus, with no space for a decent-sized 
fridge, they had to keep walking back and forth round the corner 
when preparing meals and snacks.

As such, it wasn’t long after moving in that the couple decided to 
completely rip it out and start again. Ideally they would have liked to 

completely reconfigure the space but this would have been an arduous, 
not to mention expensive project that would require knocking out a 
supporting wall with windows on the floor above. Thus, they settled for 
knocking through part of an internal wall, which opened the kitchen 
onto an adjoining room, which they planned to use as a dining area. 
Fiona also had the brainwave to swap a pair of French doors near the 
base of the ‘L’ with windows in the dining area, giving them a much 
longer, continuous line along the side of the kitchen for storage and 
appliances. Despite their enthusiasm, however, the couple needed 
expertise for the design and, as they desired something rather special, 
they turned to bespoke maker Charles Yorke.
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“The space they were left with was a marked improvement but still 
slightly awkward,” recalls Charles Yorke designer Stephanie Dedes, “so 
a key part of their brief was to make the most of the space available 
– ensuring that everything was within reach and that more than one 
person could be in here at a time.”

No longer confined to just a narrow galley-style space, the kitchen 
now winds seamlessly around the perimeter of the ‘L’ – leading into 
full-height units on either side to house a vertical stack of double 
ovens at one end and a large fridge-freezer at the other, close to the 
doorway. However, to prevent the couple from having to go back and 
forth to the fridge each time, two large fridge drawers by Sub-Zero 

have also been installed to the left of the steam oven, which sits at the 
end of the room beneath a window.

As the units meander round the corner, both the cupboard doors 
and worktops adopt a soft curved form, linking the awkward-shaped 
space together and softening the room down. “We purposely chose 
Corian for the worktops as we knew it could offer this seamless, all-
in-one finish without any visible joins,” explains Fiona. “It really helps 
fuse the kitchen and dining areas together and we also used it for the 
splashback, which extends along the wall. I really like everything clean 
and streamlined, which is why we have so many of the appliances and 
storage concealed behind cupboard doors.”                                   u

“We really liked the walnut but wanted to 
team it with another colour and I quickly  

got my heart set on aubergine”

Left: A colourful Tom Kirk wall light from The Conran Shop provides a fun, 
quirky touch and injects some additional colour into the space Above: A 
pair of windows replaced original French doors to create a long, continuous 
line at the rear of the kitchen for additional work and storage space. With 
the sink conveniently positioned below the window, meanwhile, Fiona 
and Simon can enjoy views of the garden while they work
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Left: The couple had a dining table specially made for their new 
kitchen with a cerise Silestone top and walnut legs that tie in visually  
with the rest of the space as well as provide a splash of colour Above: 
Simple handles feature throughout the sublime kitchen cabinetry  
Below: Floor-to-ceiling walnut units provide copious amounts of storage, 
while the framed cupboard doors create more of an ornate furniture feel  
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Design
Charles Yorke (01623 756080 
or www.charlesyorke.co.uk)

Kitchen
Units Porto range in American 
black walnut and aubergine, 
Charles Yorke, as before
Worktops and sink Corian 
(www.corian.com/uk), 
Charles Yorke, as before 
Flooring Amtico  
(0121 745 0800 or 
www.amtico.com)
Fridge drawers  
Sub-Zero (020 8418 3877 
or www.westye.co.uk)
extractor Westin (01484 421585 
or www.westin.co.uk)
Fridge Gaggenau (0870 125 4500 
or www.gaggenau.com)
Dish drawers Fisher & 
Paykel (0845 066 2200 or 
www.fisherpaykel.co.uk)
tap Zip Hydro, Zip Heaters 
(01362 852222 or  
www.zipdesignerrange.co.uk)
Oven, steam oven and warming 
drawer Miele (0845 365 0555 
or www.miele.co.uk)
Wall light Tom Kirk, The 
Conran Shop (0844 848 4000 
or www.conranshop.co.uk)
Dining table Silestone 
and walnut, custom made 
(www.silestone.com/uk)
Dining chairs Ligne Roset  
(020 7323 1248 or  
www.ligne-roset.co.uk)

cOsts
A similar kitchen would 
cost around £35,000

Although the room is indeed quite clean and minimal, the black 
American walnut and rich splashes of aubergine on the units provide a cosy 
warmth, which is enhanced by plenty of spotlights in the ceiling and the 
base of the wall units. Moreover, the cupboard doors have purposely been 
designed to look a little more elaborate with framing round the edges for 
more of a bespoke, furniture feel.

“The inspiration for using these units, which belong to Charles Yorke’s 
Porto range, came from looking around the displays at Smiths Brothers of 
York,” explains Fiona. “We really liked the walnut but wanted to team it with 
another colour and I quickly got my heart set on aubergine.

“For the dining table, meanwhile, we wanted something that would really 
pop out but also tie in nicely with the purple,” she continues. “As luck would 
have it, I happened to be in Smiths Brothers when a representative from 
Silestone came in with its latest surface colours and this beautiful bright 
cerise was one of them. A cabinet maker made the legs for us from walnut to 
tie in with the rest of the kitchen and then we found these aubergine chairs 
from Ligne Roset in London.”

The dining area also links beautifully with the kitchen thanks to matching 
floor-to-ceiling walnut units built into the alcove. However, two glass panels 
near the top of the central doors break up the expanse of walnut and provide 
a glimpse of the interior, which has been painted aubergine to bring the 
colour over to this side of the kitchen.

“Storage was very important to the couple so I walked around the room 
with them while they explained where they intended to put everything,” 
explains Stephanie. “They wanted some of the units in the dining area to 
accommodate their hi-fi equipment so we took this into consideration when 
designing them and included some reduced shelving for all their CDs.”

Similarly, utensil compartments have been built into the correct drawers 
and spice racks have been included in the top drawer beneath the hob. 
Unlike the previous design, the kitchen is now very ergonomic and practical 
and nothing is ever far from hand. “We’ve also got a Zip tap with instant 
boiling water and all the drawers and cupboards are soft close – it’s brilliant,” 
enthuses Fiona. “Simon and I were both very impressed with Charles Yorke 
and nothing was ever too much trouble for them,” she concludes. KBB
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