
Jo Pattinson’s luxurious new 
hi-tech home was inspired by 
period London townhouses and 
Victorian architecture in the area.
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A
s a child Jo Pattinson was immersed in the 

world of building, and watched properties 

being constructed by her family’s building 

company, so it’s no surprise that she decided 

to continue the tradition. “I’ve always 

loved the atmosphere and character of period properties 

so when it came to renovating my own homes I tried to 

combine the best of the old and new,” she explains. 

With several home renovations under her belt, Jo decided to 

turn her attention to an even bigger challenge: building her own 

home with her family as one of three brand new luxury houses. 

The family purchased one piece of land and acquired another 

plot next-door six months later, complete with two 1960s houses, 

which enabled Jo to proceed with the project to build replacement 

dwellings. Situated at the end of leafy Green Lane in Cobham, 

the land stands next to the magnificent Benfleet Hall which 

was designed by celebrated Victorian architect Philip Webb. 

Working with the same architect she had used on her 

previous home, Jo designed three distinctive three-storey 

houses which she felt would complement the architecture 

of Benfleet Hall, each standing on approximately one-third 

of an acre and evoking the grandeur of a bygone era. 

past &
present
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fuSiNg

Homage to 
Victorian 
architect
Situated next to the 
magnificent Benfleet 
Hall in Cobham, 
designed by 
celebrated Victorian 
architect Philip 
Webb, Rounton 
is one of three 
beautifully crafted 
individual houses. In 
homage to the great 
man, the houses at 
The Mulberrys have 
been named after 
three of his finest 
creations. Stone 
exterior detailing, 
wooden window 
frames and a natural 
slate give Rounton a 
traditional feel.
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new build

Her love of older properties meant that Jo wanted to 

include features such as high ceilings and over-sized doors. 

The idea was to recreate the feeling of a London townhouse 

of grand proportions, which would take advantage of the 

sloping site by incorporating split levels on every floor. 

“From an architectural point of view it was fantastic fun 

working on the designs and trying to make the houses as 

individual as possible by using different bricks and varying 

the rooflines,” says Jo, who spent a great deal of time liaising 

with the planners. “I thought they would sail through planning 

but sadly the planners insisted that a lot of the original details 

should go, and it took three years and two appeals to achieve 

planning for the houses. During that time I was also renovating 

my own 1930s house in Cobham, so I was extremely busy.”

What started out as a family business development soon became 

far more personal, though, when Jo and her daughters, Millie 
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Outside/
inside
living
The open-plan 
kitchen expands into 
a living room which 
in turn opens onto 
a garden terrace. 
A wood-burner is 
installed in a stone 
fire surround which 
was inspired by an 
American design for 
an outdoor fireplace. 
Not only does this 
create a focal point in 
the room but it also 
serves to deflect heat 
from the flat screen 
TV positioned above. 

and Lara, decided to make one of the three new houses 

their home. “This was my first new build development 

and I fell in love with the designs,” explains Jo. “Halfway 

through building the first house, Rounton, I knew it would 

make a perfect home for us as a family. The girls love 

moving and were able to help design their own bedrooms 

and bathrooms, which are on the top floor of the house 

and have vaulted ceilings and pretty arched windows.” 

High quality natural materials were a key consideration 

for all three houses and Jo chose stone flooring and 

designed a sweeping stone staircase for her own home, 

with a beautiful wrought iron balustrade which emulates 

the style of a London townhouse. The concept has been 

brought bang up to date by including contemporary 

touches such as a polished chrome handrail.

“Luxury is no longer about must-have labels and 

stuffy décor, it’s about more thoughtful, authentic 

and less complicated experiences,” says Jo. “Today’s 

homes are all about the family, so an open-plan, inviting 

kitchen is vital, with space to entertain in elegant 

surroundings. Our house is on three storeys, with an 

open-plan kitchen/living space on the ground floor, and 

the drawing room and formal dining area upstairs. There’s 

a servery and a dumb waiter to carry food up to the 

dining room, which is another echo of a previous era.”

Jo included a fireplace in the kitchen, and has installed 

her wood-burner in a stone fire surround which was inspired 

by an American design for an outdoor fireplace. Not only 

does this create a focal point in the room but it also serves 

to deflect heat from the flat screen TV positioned above. 

Gas-fired underfloor heating with digital thermostatic 

controls has been installed throughout the house, and 

a state-of-the-art lighting system with professionally 

designed scene lighting enhances the interiors, highlighting 

architectural features and artwork. Cat6 cable for data 

distribution with WiFi access points provides whole-

house coverage, and there is a digital entry system with 

cameras to monitor callers at the gate and front door. 

“My brother worked with me to design the technology, 

which we’ve tried to future-proof as much as possible,” 

Jo explains. Lighting, sound and television may all be 

controlled by Crestron’s latest Prodigy audio visual control 
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Upstairs 
downstairs
Bespoke hand-made 
painted cabinets with 
granite worktops 
were fitted in the 
open-plan kitchen. 
A dumb waiter 
links the kitchen 
to a servery in the 
dining room above.

system, and surround-sound speakers have been wired 

into the main rooms, including the girls’ playroom. 

“Our family’s building company undertook the 

construction so I knew almost everyone involved with 

the build, which really reduced my stress levels,” says 

Jo. “We use site managers and quantity surveyors, 

but there was still a great deal to think about. I would 

be on site every day and often worked late into the 

night researching materials and placing orders.”

Jo and her daughters continued to live in their previous 

home during the 12-month build, which began in May 

2011. The brick and block structure has a slate roof and 

is enhanced by stone window surrounds and external 

decoration, with an oversized 1930s-style entrance door 

which features distinctive polished chrome door furniture. 

Above this, the pretty dormer window has been clad in 

a combination of lead and glass, and was inspired by the  

London townhouses Jo had admired and photographed.

“A great deal of thought went into the details,” 

says Jo, who is still in the process of completing the 

final house on the development. “When you have 

16 bathrooms to design at once it can become quite 

overwhelming, and it would have been easy to simply 

recreate the same thing over and over, which is what 

most developers tend to do, but I was determined that 

each room should be individual and different.”

The bathrooms were designed with the help of 

a CAD designer, who produced useful technical 

drawings, but other than that Jo undertook the 
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Designed 
for home
entertaining 
Double doors open into 
the comfortable first 
floor drawing room, 
which is open-plan 
to the dining area.

stone stairs 
emulate 
townhouses 
Jo designed a sweeping 
stone staircase with 
a beautiful wrought 
iron balustrade which 
emulates the style of a 
London townhouse. 

Luxury 
bedroom 
suite 
The spacious main 
bedroom suite includes 
an en suite bath and 
shower room, living 
area and feature 
dressing room.

majority of the interior design work herself. Rounton, 

her own property, has also served as an ideal show-

home which prospective purchasers have been able to 

visit and view as a fully furnished working house.

Jo’s kitchen was loosely based on the kitchen/

dining/family space in her previous home, which she 

found worked extremely well. The table and chairs 

are positioned beside folding sliding glass doors 

looking onto the garden, and the black and white 

cabinets are topped with striking granite counters. 

“I gather ideas from all sorts of places, including trips 

abroad and friends’ houses,” says Jo, whose natural flair for 

design ensures that her own home incorporates some unusual 

and eye-catching features. Dark-stained wooden flooring 

has been laid in the opulent first-floor dining/drawing room, 

bold wallpapers were chosen for some rooms and statement 

light fittings bring glamour and drama to the interiors. “I 

used a lot of reclaimed items when I renovated my previous 

1930s home, but this time everything is new,” she states.

Building three 500m2 luxury homes would prove 

a daunting prospect for even the most experienced 

developer, but Jo’s first foray into the world of new 

build proved surprisingly trouble-free. The resulting 

houses have been valued at around £2.65m each, and 

are a testament to all her hard work. “It was a fraught 

process but there were no major problems, and you do 

get an incredible sense of achievement,” she says. 

“The girls and I love living here so much and to 

be honest I don’t intend to move house again for 

many, many years. However going forward I love 

working with my family and I’m already looking into 

three new projects. It’s definitely an addiction!” 

The bottom line
Jo’s plot was valued at £1m and the house cost around 
£750,000 to build. it is currently valued at £2.65m.



NoVember 2012  SelfBuild&Design 65

Luxurious bathrooms
Duravit sanitaryware has been installed in the luxurious bathrooms. 
Pretty wallpapers and mirrored surfaces create a glamorous feel.

new build



66 SelfBuild&Design  NoVember 2012

ProJEcT
Project manager/developer  Jo Pattinson: 
www.themulberrys.co.uk
architect iconic Architectural Design: 
www.iconic-ad.com
Building contractor rushmon Homes: 
01932 586 777, www.rushmonhomes.co.uk

sTrUcTUrE
doors Showcase: www.showcase1990.co.uk
Bricks brickability: www.brickability.co.uk
Windows black millwork: www.blackmillwork.co.uk
Feature stone Stonegres: www.stonegres.co.uk

FiXTUrEs and FiTTings
sanitaryware Showcase: Duravit: 
www.duravit.co.uk
Kitchen charles yorke: www.charlesyorke.com
Balustrade burvills: www.burvills.com
Tiles Domus tiles: www.domustiles.co.uk
Wooden flooring gravity flooring: 
www.gravityflooring.co.uk
carpets Ashley flooring:
www.ashleyflooringsurrey.co.uk
garden landscape and decking 
county garden care: 
www.countygardencare.co.uk

Floorplan
The three-storey property has 
been designed to emulate 
grand London townhouses and 
features an open-plan kitchen/
family area on the ground floor 
with a dumb waiter connected 
to the dining/drawing room 
above. The children’s bedrooms 
are located at the top of 
the five-bedroom house.

new build

Contacts

groUnd Floor FirsT Floor sEcond Floor

Home truths
What was the high 
point of the project?
Definitely moving in 
and experiencing the 
house for ourselves.
What was your best buy?
Spending money on 
the lighting design was 
worthwhile, and the 
hallway and staircase 
are particularly stunning 
because everything 
seems to glisten.
Your favourite feature?
the internal doors are 
a real feature and cost 
double my original 
budget. i also love 
the stone fireplace 
in the kitchen.


